
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Winner of John D. Spellman Award 
      

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neely Mansion News 2014 
In Review 

 A Historic House Museum 

The Neely Mansion Association has 
been honored with the John D. 
Spellman Historic Preservation 
Award for Exceptional Achievement 
in Restoration for 2014. 
 
Presented by Rhonda Berry, Assistant 
King County Executive, the award 
was in recognition of renovations 
recently completed at the 1894 
Victorian classic revival farmhouse. 
 
Weather and passage of time had 
contributed to the deterioration of the 
west porch and a number of columns. 
Nuxoll Construction of Vashon Island  

 

Second Story Headline 
The purpose of a newsletter is to provide 
specialized information to a targeted 
audience. Newsletters can be a great way 
to market your product or service, and also 
create credibility and build your 

  

completed  the restoration in 
compliance with the National 
Historic Preservation Standards. 
 
4Culture of King County 
supported the project with a  
Heritage Cultural Facilities grant. 
 
Pictured above from left are 
Board Members Hilda Meryhew, 
Karen Bouton, Karen Meador, 
and Linda Van Nest with Rhonda 
Berry. Photo is through the 
courtesy of Michael Sage of the 
King County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
 
      

  

organization’s identity among peers, 
members, employees, or vendors. 

You can compile a mailing list from 
business reply cards, customer information 
sheets, Business cards collected at trade 
shows, or membership lists. You might  

Actors were recruited from the Puget 
Sound area to portray the many 
diverse family members. Volunteers 
also played the parts of extras in 
many scenes, including the Mayor of 
Auburn and Neely board members.  
 
Funding for the video came from 
three 4Culture grants, and a 
Kickstarter.com campaign. Other 
local film shooting sites included the 
Mary Olsen Farm in Auburn, Mosby 
Farms on the Green Valley Road, and 
the Barker Cabin in Federal Way. 
Local residents provided props from 
vintage trucks to active chickens.  
 



 
               Hori Bath House Restoration   
 
The Hori Bath House Restoration Committee was formed this year to oversee the restoration of the     
historic Japanese American bath house, constructed behind the Neely Mansion in 1930 by Shigeichi 
Hori. The Hori family lived at the mansion for six years. The bath house was used each day after a 
hard day of labor. The Hori Bath House consists of two rooms: the first was used for laundry and 
storage, and the back room held the traditional soaking tub. Today, it is the only known such structure 
existing in King County, and it is a Designated King County Landmark. 
 
The Committee is working with BOLA Architecture on this  project. Bath House committee members 
are: Dr. Frank Hori, Eileen Yamada Lamphere, Joanne Matsumura, Hilda Meryhew, Shigeki 
Yamashiro, and Linda Van Nest. BOLA consultants are: Rhoda Lawrence, and Matt Hamel. The 
Committee has been meeting monthly to discuss the design, restoration and interpretation of the 
building. 
 
The planning/design stage was completed with grant funds through 4Culture.  Next, a King County 
Council grant award is funding construction drawings, the actual construction work, and interpretation. 
This last stage involves creating an interior exhibit, including a replicated soaking tub, as well as 
exterior signage and pathways. 

 

                      
              Photo, LtoR: Joanne Matsumura, Rhoda Lawrence, Matt Hamel, Frank Hori, Linda Van Nest, Hilda Meryhew. 
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More Restoration News:  New ADA restroom fixtures, and also well house tanks were  
provided through a 4Culture 2013 Heritage Cultural Facilities grant.  Well water at Neely 
Mansion contains rust and other particulates that colored the interior fixtures after many 
years. The new well tanks clean and clarify the water now before it enters the house.  



 
 
 

              
 

              
 
 

     
 
 
 

You can also research articles or find “filler” 
articles by accessing the World Wide Web. 
You can write about a variety of topics but 
try to keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 
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           Photos from 2014 Events at the Mansion 

newsletter can also be used for your Web 
site. Microsoft Word offers a simple way to 
convert your newsletter to a Web publication. 
So, when you’re finished writing your 
newsletter, convert it to a Web site and post 
it. 

Neely Mansion Sponsors 
 

Canter-Berry Farms 
 

Green Valley Meats 
 

Mountain View Landscape and 
Design  

   
Sunshine Accounting  

 

    
 
 



 
 
                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come see “Discover Your Family 
History With Music”   - Free! 
Saturday, January 17 at 2pm 
at the Auburn  Library. 
 
 

We are very fortunate to have King 
County Master Gardeners, lead by 
Carol Grimes, working at the 
mansion. They have taken up the 
challenge of beautifying the grounds 
and putting in new kitchen and 
vegetable gardens. Just watch our 
grounds transform under their care!     

Listen to music and discover what 
your ancestors were singing and 
dancing to in past eras and in 
different cultures on Saturday, 
January 17 at 2pm at the Auburn  
Library. 
This fun-filled, free  program is 
presented by Janet O’Conor 

 “Discover Your Family History with Music” 
Program on Saturday, January 17, 2pm 

 

Master Gardeners Begin Work at Neely 

------------------ 
Neely Mansion is available for private event rentals including 
small weddings, receptions, family parties. Just call 253.833.1230. 

 ----------------- 

Thank You for all your support! 
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E-MAIL: 

vannest@comcast.net 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.neelymansion.org 
Facebook at: 
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Interpreting the past 
for the future.   

 

  

  

Camarata, President of the South 
King County Genealogical Society. 
Come and enjoy an entertaining and 
educational afternoon! 
Light refreshments will be served.  
A short, annual meeting and election 
of the Neely Mansion Board will also 
take place. 
    
 

 

 
 

 

 

About Our Oranization… 
 


