Panel sets terms for the ‘haunting’ of Neely Mansion

by Herb Belanger
Times South bureau

historic Neely Mansion again will be used by

e Auburn Jaycees for a fund-raising Halloween

‘haunted house” this year, if their organization

agrees to.a number of conditions imposed by the King

County Landmaries Commission

‘The condi
& Koty parcent of the proceeds are (0 go to the
Auburm Afts Council, owner of the building, to help it
meet mortgage pa
‘@ The premises must be cleaned up within three
weeki after the event, and a deposit must be made to

mvef the cleaning c

The building' must not_be damoged; en
inspeciion of the premises must be made before and
after the event to make sure the premises are
retumed to the same condition.

. e A stairwell, required to comply with fire
regulations, must be removed after the event and a
porch railing replaced.

an Abuan, who represented the Jaycees at the
Commmon et 1ot weeh. said he vk have 1o
confer with club officers on the 40 percent figure,

which was suggested by Virginia Haugen, president of
the recently formed Neely Mansion Association. Th
association hopes ch'nludﬂy 10 be able to take over
Testoration of the buildin,

the Jaycess donated % percent of the
proceeds from the “haunted House” to the arts
council, ‘which used the money for mortgage pay-

e reason given for the other conditions imposed
s year was the debris and structural defacement
found after last year's event.

Kiis Lund, landmarks commission administrator,
said two truckicads of material were picked up at the
site by county parks crews. She also noted that nails
had been hammered into the finish and fluorescent
spray paint and staples hiad been used on the wood
surfaces.

“1 feel a “haunted house’ can be done without
hurting the house, but it depends on how it is done,”
she told the commissioners. .

The only disagreement 1o ts use again was voiced
by Earl Layman, w he was not against the
Totiut for holding such an affarr, but USIng it a5 &
“haunted house” was “o way 10 treat a jandmark.
Ie's o way to build integrity, but a step downward to
deterioration.”

The -year-old Neely Mansion in the Green River
Valley was 2 showplace In its early years, but beca
run-down after the Neely family members moved
away in the 1940s. The arts council acquired it in 1579
with a $12,000 morigage. More than $100,000 has been
spent n retoration work since, mainly (o the exterior
and the foundatior

It was the second building to receive county
{andmark designation from the commission. The Arts
Council is no longer active and restoration work has
stoppedbecause of Jack of funds; $5,000 remains
outstanding on the mortgage held by the Washingion
Mutual Savings Bank, with the next payment due in

he county is at presenf’ trying to reach an
agreement with the Arts Council on transferring the
buiding to county ownership, Lund (04 the commis-
sioners, and the Parks Department has
Somtracted o mabe the pulkding secure for the winter
by boarding up the windows,

In another matter, Lund told the commissioners
she is preparing a memo for County Executive Randy
Revelle on 2n agreement whercby incorparated cities
could make use of commission expertise in landmark
identification. With the consensus of the commission-
ers she will recommend that participating cities be

charged only a marginat cost or no fee at il for work
done by the commission

“The ratonile Is tht Historic or significant sites
whether in incorporated communities or not, are
important to a1l of King County. The ordinance setting,
Up the COMmMISSION eMpOWErS il 1o zct only on sites in
unincorporated parts o the county.

For the next few months, Lund said, consiceration
6f a Dockton Historic District will take up much of
the commissioners’ time, Dockton, on Maury [sland,
was a major ship-building site for the Pugel Sound
Dry Dock Company in the Jate 1890s and early 1900s.

Lund has scheduled a series of visits and meetings
in the area with the goal of having a final commission
decision on Dockton's status al its Dec, 8 meeting, the
final one at which the present commissioners will be

gathered. Terms of all the commissioners expire
Becomber 31 and several of them have said they will

a0 seek reappolntment.
eeting to acquaint Docklon residents with tie
;lg\lhrance o having a Hisorie district, the steps (o
o m gt involved

vMIX b held at the Dockion e hall 9epx

e commission wil make its prenfmnary deter-
mmauon of Docklon's sij ce Oct. 13 and two
public hearings ww louow, one in Seattle Nov. 10, the
other in Dockic




