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Meetings may settle fate of Neely Mansion, Lester depot

by Herb Belanger
Times suburban bureau

The future of two structures intimately connected
10 the development and early settlement in King
County may hinge on two separate meetings lo be
held this month.

The first wiil be at the Auburn City Hall Monday
at 7:30 p.m. when people interested in the fate of the

Neely Mansion, tied to the early settlement of the the

Green River Valley, will meet to see if something can

done about continuing a restoration project which
has been halted for tack of funds.
e second meeting will be that of the county’s
Landmarks Commission, Aug. 11 al 1 am. in the
cighth-floor conference room of the Alaska Building,
Seattle, when a decision will be made on whether the
railroad depot in the Cascade Mountain town of
Lester shouid be recognized as a county landmark,

At a public hearing last week, Flo Lentz, cultural-
resources specialist, told the commissioners the staff
recommendation was that depot_should be
accorded landmark status for its contribution to the
history of the county and as an example of early-day
railroad architecture.

She discounted consideration of the gntire town
of Lester as a historic district, however, the
Femaval of may of the eatlycay baildings ~hos

eroded the integrity of the town” Most of the
remaining buitdings date to the 19205, she said.
Burlington Northern Railroad has no further

use for the depot, which stands in the middle of its
400-foot right-of-way through Lester, and wants to get
rid of the buitding. BN has filed for a demolition
permit from the county, but is willing to donate the
building for $1 to any group which will undertake its
removal to another site.

Complicating the removal is the fact that Lester is
in the city of Tacoma watershed and is slowly
becoming a ghost town with only a couple dozen
residences occupied now. In the busy raitroadin, days
of the 1620, more than 1,000 people were Ihing in the
town,

AS the population dwindled, Tacoma demolished
many buldgs and has Ief ters to. dererioraie
There are only two roads into Lester, ed.
One is from Interstate 90 across Stampede Pass and
is closed in the winter. The other, from H.ghway 410
southeast of Enumclaw, is no cessible
because of watershed regulations

At the hearing, present and former residents of
Leszer, and railroad buffs — all hoping to save the

from demolition — were united in their view
et the buiidine. Shoula get Jandmarkdesignation,
Two representatives of the city of T 'u:(rmﬂ watershed
were at the hearing but made no co

Research by 1 ents disciosed (hal the depot, buil

in 1886, does represent the Northern Pncific Rail-
road's depot design of that era. When the railroad

was the first direct jiie to the Eest from Pupet Sound
Its completion focused commerce and settiement in
Seattle and Tacoma instead of Poriland.

The Auburn mesting has deen called by Virgiia
Haugen (o try fo organize a nonprofit_ organization

aimed at gelfing the Neely Mansion, built fn 1894, in
usable condition.
“Several of my [riends and 1 ave been interested

in forming such a group for a long time,” she said,
adding (hat anyone wanting more information could
call her at 8336205,

The initial goal for such a group, she suid, wouki
be o clear the yard around the weed an
brush and to paint the building. She said one estiovite
on the cost of painting ran between 3,000 and $4,00

Haugen hopes merchants and business firms wil
provide donations and, if paint is made avatble,
volunteers can be found 1o part the budin

ed that 75 perceit of the work to he
done on the b\mduq; could come {rom volwnleer tabor,
“although that wouid be very slow. 1 don't see it heing
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