Old Lester depot has new owner

by terb Belanger
imes South bureau
The Lester depat, the 97-year-
old railroad station in the Cascade
Mountains, bas been sold by the
Burlington' North Railroad
Woodinville developer, Wayne Far-
rer Jr., for $.
e was made with the
stipulation that the building would
removed from the BN property
by Feb. 1. What Farrer intends to
do with the building was not
indicatsd and he could not be
reached yesterday for comment,
The depot has been & subject of
major interest among historically
minded peopie who feel that it
should be saved as a memorial of a
time when the first railroad line
was punched across the Cascade
Mountains  opening the Puget
Sound area to direct communica-
tion with the East.
ecision by the King County
mmission on wheth-
er the depot should be designated
as a county landmark is due a
commission's meeting anorruw
Landmark designation provides
a measure of protection for a
building or site in that any subse-
quent alterations or sigmificant

'|sr§aum said that & brief talk she
o

changes have to meet with the
approval of the commission. The
ordinance provides for appeals of
commission decisions to be made
io the County Courc
i , commission admia-

Farrer indicated that |

uld be looking at ways to make
{he building usnite

The raflroad had no further use
for the structure and wants it
removed from its right-of-way in
the remote mountain community
south of Snogualmie Pass. A prob-
fem with moving ihe. buliditg is
that Lester is in the city of
Tacoma watershed and there is no
conveniant place to move it near-
by

4 A permit to d(_n'v_\hsh the struc-
ture has been sought but
sale of structure pmbablv invali-
dates that application.

€ said she talked recently
Wit representatives of the Taco-
ma wiatershed who disputed claims
made at & commission hearing
abauc ownérship of some land in
Lester. Some of the few remaining
Fesidents of the town had sagges

that the depot could be moved
to 4 site beside che Tester school.

She was told that Tacoma owns
all of the land there, that the city
has a closed-watershad policy and
that leases or subleases can't be
made without Tacoma’s approval,

In another matter involving a
Historically Important buiding,
prospects ~ appear_brighter  that
Somthing eventually can be done
zbout resuming restoration of the
Wyearnd Neely Mansion in Au-

“About 20 people showed up
Monday night at a_meeting to
organize the Neely Mansion Asso-
ciation, a nonprofit organization.

A problem is that the status of
the Aubum Arts Council, which
acquired title to the building and
turned it over to the county, is
unclear and there is a question on

ownership of the building.

Dave Amiesen, of the county’s
Real Property Division, who at-
tended the meeting, said the Arts
Council apparently acquired a bill
of sale for the building from the
previous owners. But the county
owns the land on which the build-

re looking into how to

combine the title of the buiiding
iz

and the title of the property,”
Arnesen said. He said e fold the
newly formed association that if
s can gef ihe Auburm Arts
Councl o eleay it to e build.
the county would have no
prsblem in compiaing the buiding
and fand titles.

Amesen sald the Real Proper-
ty Division liad been preparing &
Jetter to be mailed to community,
roups in Auburm asking o Input
on how the restoratior. work, on
which about $100,000 of state and
county granis n\rwdy has been
spent, can X

The letter was not mailed in
view of the formation of the Nealy
Mansion Association, he sui

iod okiacre of the e

aton aee Haugen, president; Ri

ey, vice president; Arline Bau-
man, secrelary, and Theresa Brae-
den, treasurer. its board of direc
tors includes Haugen, Pat Berrens,
Linda Geizler, Twila Bartholomew,
Linda Van Nest, Mary Tungzik and
Jenny Rice.
nother meeting has been set
for Sept. 12 at Aubtn City Hall
Persons interested in moré infor-
mation can call Haugen at 8336205,




