Morasch House in

en_operatin, ar, has
had dnﬂlful(j determining i3 fegal
e Morasch House is its
gt veuse”
.. Kjris Lund, the county's histor-
“ic preservation officer, said the
“prosecutor’s office has informed
Ther that & communitylandmark
Tesigiation given the 7
use by commission will
tand, Tt ot T et oo
: 1ppmlsd t0 the County Council. No
Zinterested parties have indicated
they will appeal yet,
Consiceration of the Morasch

House for the county’s Register of
~!Historic Places began ias

ns, which might have resulted in
"~ razing he pulding; had been Ged
cammission’s February

y was given

ut & community-landmark desig:

s not give the same
from physical _alter-
tions as does a county-landmark
esignation.

The County Landmarks Com-
mission aces some other problerns
n doing its work.

Public. heating early. for. other
appointments.

When that happened, Aubumn
residents who had come “all the
way" 0 Seattle to testify about the

eely mansion were visibly disap-

pointed.

““This is a poor way for the
commission to do its business,”
said one disgruntled citizen.

Art Skolnik, & commission
member, questioned whether it
was appropriate for the commis-
sion_members (o “look at therm-
selves and decide whether they
want to leave.

“This is an important process,”
he continued. “Our issues are land-
use related, not philanthropic. We
are representatives of the actions
we take and we could end up in

*Phyilis Keller, commission
chairman, hinted that some com-
mission members might be looking
for a way out of their commission
cuties,

1t had been obvious that com-
mission members were divided on
what action should be taken on the

Skolmk mok the lead by moving
to designate the house and the 5.5
acres on which it stands a county
landmark. But no one seconded
that motion, so Skoinik intreduced
2 new molion to designate e

mity lan
the condition that 1, In the Tutirer
ere was “immediate danger to
the future of the house or property,
this be brought to the commis
attention for ~ reconsider-

F

g

ation”

Uneasy over the stipulation,
another commission member, Dr.

James Warren asked, “Can we tie
strings to it fike that?

‘e Seiting up the commis-
Zlon “cieany allows us 1o reconsi.

However, Warren said, “It is
either a (county) landmark or not.
ere’s no in_ between. There
should be o strngs on it
g the condition would
“put the landowner in & bad
situation,” Warren said. “We say
to him, 'If's not a (county) fand-
mark, butdon't dare
anything to it until we decide,’
Skolnik later withdrew his mo-
tion and reintroduced it minus the
conditional phrese. This time, it

passed_on a 4% vote. Skolnik
immediately introduced _another
motion calling for the commission
10 be notified of any action that
would aiter the status of the
propert,

y.
Still uneasy, Warren urged that
the motion be tabled "until we find
out if it's a jegal.
und told the

Barden told the commission he
didn't understand “why you can’t
see it as a county Jandmark.”
Dorothy Harper of the Highline
Historical Society noted that
“there have been Six hearirigs on
this house, which is threatened.
This is ridiculous. How many
meetings do we have to go to?

nation. We said there wouid be no
hearing today.”

Keller admitied it was 2 dilem-
ma, and that having heard people
from outside the commission had
eifectively reopened the hearing.
“T feel obliged to go back
table the motion and come b

it was vormal for the cuumys
Building and Land Division to
notify the historic preservation
office of any actions being contem-
lated.

County Councilman Paul Bar-
den, whose district includes the
Morasch House, was permitted to
comment on the propriety of re-
considering  site for county land-
mark _designation owner
decides to demclish it, Barden was
there as a spectator, not in any
official capacity.

But during an earlier meeting
on the fames . Clise residence
n hac

1
&g
E

Cm‘nmhsl(‘ll could not tuke testiro-

ny except at public hearings.
Commenting on the Morasch

House site, locaton and status,

Nobody ‘what to do.”

ecisions on a change in zoning
and_subdivision of the property
were pending.

After Ke‘ler noted that the
commission had designated the
Morasel Rouse a community L
‘mark, Skolnik asked ramis-
Son ‘mad baked at & coumty-
landmark designation because the
motion said all of the land would
ve included with the buiiding.

Finaliy, Skolnik moved that the
house and an acre of lasd around
it, with access to nes Way,
bé given county-landmark designa:
tion.

Warren interjected that “the
(public) hearing was the last time
e met” and with the public input
that was made, “today, we had the
hearing all over again. I don't
think it's fair if there is anybody
against the connty-landmark desig-

and start over
again, she said:
said he thought the,

commission could vote Lo reopen a’

hearing anynme it wanted.

Wa to reopen the
hearing and contmue consideration
of the Morash House at the com-
mission’s next meeting, But Ste-
phen T. Araki, attorney for Marian
Kurosu and her son, Roy, owners
of the property, told the commis-
sion, “Then the landowners’ only
choice is to appeal your action (o
the County Council.

|
“Yaur action bas gone beyond

the ordinance. By ordinance you

are bound to make a decision’

oday. The question is what are
you doing now. Are yoi reconsider.
ing it as a county landmark?”
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“We are feeling our way
through this process,” Keller said.
“We _domwt want to vote on a
motipn today because of input of
thoge closely involved. There are
qpestions among commission

members about what has gone on
today. If there are any doubts,
“they should be cleared up.”

Araki suggested the commis

J'sion chairman might want legal
advice on the validy of the com-

mission’s actions since the time for

public comment had ended earlier,
Skolnik seconded Warren's mo-
tion but after some additional

discussion, it was tabled with the
commission postponing any other
action on the Morasch House until
its next mesting scheduled for
March 11
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