Mansion-restoration plan
faces financial problems

by Herb Belanger
Times South bureau

“The Aarcn Neely Mansion is an
architecturally elaborate farming
country showplace in Aubum dat.
ing 184 Its historic
Sipnificance has béen recopnined
Dby the King County Landmarks
Commission, but a Testoraton ef-
fort is in financial tr

g s owned by the
Auburn Arts Council, which fias to
come up with about $10,000 within
diree months to pay off a loan
from Washington Mutual Savings
Bank used to buy the property in
1078,

But loan payments are over-
due, and the council faces foreclo-
suré unless it can come up with the

“Federal and state grants paid
for restoration that has brought
the building back to good condition
structyrally and the exterior aj
pears much as-it did in ifs early

. But more work is needed
both on me exterior and interior of
the building

Leta Cr.u;;, speaking for the
Arts Cowncil, said that group's out
of funds and is asking the public
for money to fix the mansion,

“If we could get 81 from every
man, woman and child in the
community, we could get the
mortgage paid off and finish e
storing fhe interior,” she
land was deeded to the coumy by
the council

e don't want.to lose the
building 1o the county,” she said,
because “the county wahts to go
commercial with it.” There has
been talk of leasing the building to
commercial firms with the mpula
tion that the interior be restored in
k eeping wm ihe original syle

take the buildiag
ot of the pande o e general
public,” she said. “WP Jrnt o
keep it so that
Dechme ‘miofmed o how heir
grandparents lived.”

book about the Neely family

AUBORN

and its historical association with
the Green River Valley will be
available L: April, she said. 1t will
sell for $3 and cost of publishing it
has been donated.

Contr

e loan s
Neely Mansion Restoration Fund
at branch of the

Washington Mutual Savings Bank,
or to the Avburn Arts Council, 2605
Forest Ridge Dr. S.E. Adourn
800,

Memw’h(l; the counws Lang-

s Commission

a pubtic. hearig on the Nesly

Marision for its next mesting start-

ing at 11 aun. April 8 in_the

executive conference room of the

King County Courtonse.

ssion will decide

whether fhe mansion o be

given couniy landmerk status.

With such’ designation, any

changes made to the structure in

the future would have to be
approved by the comission.

e _mansion, on the Aubumm-
Black Diamond_Road, already is
on the National Register of Histor-
ic

s,
The David Neely family ar-
rived fn the area from 5
in 1853 and homesteaded i what
was then called o Waite River
Valie vee
old iren the tamiy maved fo he
West. He took out a claim to 120
acres in 1878 and the house he built
894 became a showplace noted
* for the elaborate parties for neigh-
bors and friends.




