Landmark panel to eye old mansions

by Herb Belanger
Times South bureau

The King County Landmarks
Commission will make a prelimi-
rary decision tomorrow on wheth-
er Auburn'’s Neely Mansion meets
the criteria for the county’s Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

ommission session will be
from 11 a.m, to 1 pm. in Room 400
of tie King County Courthouse,
The commissioners also will an-
nounce their finai decision an the
status of the. Morasch House in
Highline and will deal with the
James \. Clise residence in Mary-
moor Park near Redmond.

The next step in the process to
get_the Neely Mansion on the
County's Register of Historic
Places would be a public hearing,
followed by a commission rec
mendation to the County Counci

The twostory. Neely mansion
on the Aubumn-Black Diamond
Road, built in 1894 by Aaron Neely,
already is fisted in the National
Register of Historic_Places and
has been in the process of restora
tion since Apri, 1075, Funds for the
project are being provided by the
‘uburn Arts Council, county
n and Commanicy Development
block grants and a grant from the
state Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation,

The 87-year-old house was
purchased by the Aubum Aris
Council and deeded to King County
two years ago. Restoration work
rimarily was aimed at getting the
run-down building into & condition
shere il wouldn't deteriorate fur-

" This inciuded leveling the build-
ing, putting in a new foundation,
sidévalls and chimney. Painting
the exterior and putting in win-
dows is scheduled for the spring.
‘According to Kjris Lund, coun-
ty  historic-preservation  officer,
after completion of the exterior
work the Neely Mansion will be
offered for lease to organizations
or a party willing to restore the
interior, while retaining the histori.
cal character of the building: She
said there are a number of incen-

tives available for such an ar
rangement.

The Neely Mansion once was a
show place in the Green River
Valley with people from" miles
around attending the splashy par-
ties given by the Neely fam; .

- World War 11, when the
‘lcclys “moved out, d.elurioralloﬂ
set in, with the hou
rvental property and larer occupied
by transients. The Auburn Arts
Council bought the building in 1979
for $12,000, and has since spent
ahout $80,000 on restoration.

The Morasch House was the
first_of ounty residences
Considared for landraarh designa-
tion by the commission in a
meeting November 23. The emer-
gency mesting was called because
of pending zoning reclassification
Subdiison appeals nvolving
T Sacre Track on which
house Stands
Granting those requests could
have aﬂ?cled the ‘status of the

ding
“The, commission's preliminary

determination was that the house

had historcal significance and

additional information  was
ceiv 15 public
hearing when ifs designation as a

Was recom-

commuaity
nded.

Manutil, afte a public hear-
ing on a request to rezone the
gty trom Snple-family. fes

dential to multifainily residential,

a hearing examiner recommended
that the County Council deny. the
change.

Bilt Stephen Afaki, sttorney for
the owners of the Mums"h House,
Marian Kurosu and her son, Roy,
submitted a new proposes omitiing
the half-acre on which the house

m the zoning reclassifi-

would_provide additionsl. protee:
tion for the building since any
alterations or changes mads would
require approval from the Land-
arks Commission.
The hause, built by James W.
a Seattle banker snd pre
deﬂt n! the first trust c
i state, was used initially 86 a
hunting lodge. In 1907, three years
after it was built, it became the
Clise family's yeararound resi-
fence.

cation.

A rehearing was held January
28 and. the recommendation of
James N. 0'Connor, zoning and commission's final det
subdivision examiner, is expected  mination on the historical si
Sometime next week. An appeal of cance of the residence will b
a recommendation to deny the made March 11
subdivision request is belng heid in” =z
abeyance until after O'Comor pre-
sents his latest recommendation.

The Highline Historical Soci
ety is seeking to have the Morasch
House and an acre of land on
which it stands preserved as the
nucleus of a community historical
s,

Landmarks Comiission

also il {2k Foat ‘public input on

the James W. Clise residence near
edm
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The Clise residence, owned by
the ‘King County Parks Division,
was_given preliminary consider-
ation‘as a county Jandmark at the
commission’s January 15 meeting,
It is listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic

laces,
Adding it to the county register_
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