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It’s dlfflcult to save
historic mansions

e i St i
Auburn’s threatened Neely Mansion.

(Continued from G 2)
enterprises on finishing the interi-
or. The main thing we want is to
‘have it accessible to the public.”

Because of Its classically or-
nate style, the Neely Mansion was
laced on the National Register of
Higtorlc Places
it $100,000.and at least
twice mm ‘many volunteer hours
e gone into restoring o h 1
Meeker Mansion in Puyal
TizCostelio, presidont of the
Ezra Meeker Society, said the
aged 17-room mansion was saved
from the wrecking ball in 1970
after it had spent its declining
}/eurs as 2 nursing home, a home
or widows of the Grand Army of
Republic and as a rooming

“It was an absolute mess,” she
said, “But the society managed to
bt

uy it 10 152  National Historic

fals and money to
Fetorbisn the manion.

Costello says it wil probibly
take anather five years for the
soclety {0 bring the menslan back
to the shape it was in 1800 when
Ezra Meelier bult it for his bride,
Eliza lane. Inside most of the
oo hve batn stripped a

inted or walipapered, walls
Fave neen torn down and replaced
and broken windows have been

fixed. Next on the list is yankin
up yards of vinyl tile so the we
ﬂaug underneath can be refin-

The biggest Inside task facing
the group is renovating the huge
ballfoom on the third flcor,

The completed parts of the
mansion are shown off whenever
the saclely has a chance. Is
foromal apycarance will bs Decam

ber 4§ when the finished rooms
Wl b decoratad for Chiatan
Not s0 fortunate as fhese tomes

s the Thurston Mansion,
Medina estate. fronting.on. Lake
Washington. The sprawling Tudor-
style home was bulldozed last July
{0 make way for i buiding lots
on the 465 acres

"The present owners, Lo Jones
and Gary Merlino, bought the

estate for close to $2 million lmm
Ellen Thurston in 1978, but shortly
after the purchase applied f

permits to demalish it and subdi-
Vide the property for develop-

ment.
Sholnlk said residents of thé
were unsuccesstul in trying
o gt the bulliing designated 45 &
historic Jandmark and saved from
destruction. Unoceupied while the
owners sought the permits, |
ing was extensively vandal-
foed, Gecording 1o Skolnik, who
termed it “demolition by neglect."
Last month, a preliminary plat
for the site was approved By the
Wedina City Council, and eventu:
ally six new homes will be built on
the site of what was one
most sumptuous mansions on the
Eastside.

GRANDODINING,
MlcSTYéf BOUTIOUE

Celetaaon k. G 1
“A person lo person woman's bavlique
dedlicated to your individuality”

3rd prize:

No purchase necessary. Ne

Come in and enter our

GRAND OPENING
DRAWING!
FIRST PRIZE:

#1 50% GIFT CERTIFICATE
2nd prize: *100 Svseare

ift
350 Gercore

{

IN LYNNWOOD
FALL

SPORT
COAT
SALE!

Excellent selection of
® Herringbones
e Tweeds
sizes

36-42 regular
40-42 long




