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Historic mansions are endangered

by Herb Belanger
south Times bureau

_ Private Progerty, No Trespass-

ing.
Walk along Minor - Avenue in
Seattic snd toseare thesigns you
see posied on the unkempt
grounds of three dilapidated old
buildings sitting side by side be-
tween Union and Univer

But despite beoken windows,
sagging porches and cratered
100fs, they still retain some of the
trices that iany years past made
tiem filting partners of the ele-
it Stimson-Green House only a
block away

The Stimson-Green House, H
lywood Farm in Woodimvle, e

on Neely Mansion in Auburn,

. L Bovse . Somtas

and a number of other old homes

King Couaty have one

thing in common. Thiey are listed

in'the Natlonal Regiser of Histor-
ic Plac

thy Hiso are symbols of gra-
cious living in a more lelsu"ly
time than that in which we
live, Bm times and rastes rmnge
and the high cost of maintenance,
inefficient use of space, difficul
ies in heating them and other
considerations have made the old
buildings rarities.

‘ew individuals are willing or
able to retain them. Many that
could have found a place on the
nationl reister alreacy have

- with

high-rise, high-return_condomin-
iums or offce builiogs replacing

Sorme of them, such as the
son-Green House, are well
maintained, in_good or excellent
condition ahd i future preser-
vation seems assured.

Others, such as the Neely
Mansion, are i an advanced stage
leterioration and ur
attention, The Neely
Undergoing a facelfing ntended
(@ give it a “new” look circa 18%.
Art Skolnik, a Seattle architect
whose The Conservation Co. in
Seattle specializes in the preserva-
tion of old buildings, says each
mausion has to stand on its own
merits in order to ke preserved.
is in private awnership
and the owner is sensitive, there is
& good chance it will be main-

just in speculation on the land, has
20 interest in restoration, the
buiding ususly s left 1o deterlo
ral
The major concerns ahout old
buildings are the costs of restora
tion and the operating expenses,
Skolnik said, Mansions are
fbilty now. They are too ig and
require too mucl
One way It which a mansion
be considered an asset is
through a donation, much kke the
tax advantage enjoyed by people
onate it to a
dongtion can be a tax
write-off, Skolnik s
Skomik draws 2 five line be-
tween the restoration and rehabili-
tation of an_ histric bulding,
Restoraton returms It to what
Tehabiltaton
mnku b, o sedbis by
ing vith_ building _codes
(har s exist when i was Dl
Rehabiltation can be complex
espectally when tis ixiiding must
eonform 10 2 variey of o
As an cxample, he said, it

‘When llve Stimson-Green Mansion

in Seattie needed a new roof, it

was decided that the original pian
would_be foliowed

Singling sepiacing asphalt

Bt the use of a wood roof was

restricted in the fire zone and o
Tunning battle with the Fire De-
parimert devcloped until a com-
promise coutd be

Green Nanslml has had
only five owners s was
completed in 1901 . Stim

on, early-day lumber tycoon. The
Stimons iived. there untl 1914,

steamship Dusiness, bought it
Joshua Green and his wife, Missy,
lived in the house until their
deaths in 1975.

The Historic Seattle Preserva-
tion and n)ewlopment Authority
bought it from the Greens' estate
for 187,000 to save it from demoli-
tion. The house now carries cov-
enants protecting it from demo

tion.
1n 1977, the house was sold to
three partners, Bette Reilly,
Charles” Richartoon_and _Keith
Murphy, for $260000 o1 the cond-
n the exwrmr o the Tudor-style
baking and
not be a]tered‘ The group began

sor d ca-
tered weddings and receptions to
raise funds.

Cleveland & Associates, a
Seattle advertising firm, acquired
the mansion last Spring for
4040 and is contining catered

‘and receptions with con-

ducted Toursfo gruaps during the
wesk. functions at_ the
e tooked through

March

The advertising firm has con-
¢ solidated its offices by moving
from a downtown location ts the
carriage house behind the man-
sion.

According to Pam Jarvis
dent manager of the Mz 4
advertising firm i ded:ca
getting the building in oeer
condition. Structurally, it is sound,
said, but_ through
ftte matneenare work was done.
rge porch and
 parts of the bawmv.‘( floor are
o

sagging, and mmuch refurbishing is
on the second'and third
Tioors of the Seroam hotse. Prioe
ity will be given to repalring the
loors, she said. “We take
seay first and cosmetics sec-

Clev land & Associates esti-
mates 1t Wil tako Tout o iy
years to bring the building to the
condition desired. At present, the
first floor is open for receptions
and other furcions, 61d a second-
b vom, now used by brides
and Lhai" attendants to dress for
eddings, may be made into a

mher possibilities include u.sm

. some of the tooms for Small

business -meetings and bookmg
confes

"The role. other, notabe Homes
will have in the future is not so

use proposed as yet is Hollywood
Farm, the former Frederick Stm-
summer home at the Ste.

Michlis Vintners i Woodihile,

The builing is owned by the
winery and cccasionally. is used
for tastngs, meetings ond com
pany functions, according to
Tucker, but basicaily the bulld.m
is vacant. Some gradual re

d renovitions are. »e:

8
done, she said.

st May the home was made
avmlnble to the Woodinville His-

Stimson, 2 lumber magnate and
brother of CD. Stimson, began
ollpwood Farm i 1910 a5
model to demonstrat com
Tercial Jeasivlty o the newest
dairy advances, 1i was fashionable
for the wealthy to 7wn summer-

home farms i hose cays.
or Farm in Redmond,

buil Ty Jarmes W, and also
on the na[mml Acg(sler, was a
similar farm e

The smma “aim _became a
highly successful project and in
1918 ‘the Stimsons moved there
permanently. The farmhouse with
its carriage house and caretaker's
cottage are little changed from
when the Stimsons lived there.

One fine estate not on the
national register whise future is

unclear is lh-Al of the late Louis
Varsh in Kirkland. Built in 1620
with handsome  details, such a5
Jon' Exickon woodcarvings the
7,000-square-foot _houst be
acatned o.the Chikirams 3 hun-;‘e

one of the first engineers em:
ployed o, “The Boeing Co. Marsh
died last year,

Phil Swenmn. a society spokes-
man, said a study had been made
and ‘it was datermined the home
could not be used for one of the
society's

5 S progice service for
needy children of the state and
must maximize our resources,
Swenson sald, consequently ¢ the
property s u lu-

lmn of ‘2 mlllmn was sef, “but
sent : real-estate
market it appeals s‘z ‘million is ot
quite ateainat
e ncy “may lover its
sights. We are qultly inarketing It
dnd are ready to listen 1o any
measonable  proposal,” - Swenson
sai

"But he said the agency would
be concerned about what use a
new owner would make of the site

ing, mamlammg the grounds, pay-
ing the taxes and providing some-
o stay there.as carciaker
Costs rearly $20.000 8 your
‘The future of the Neely Mansion
in Auburn “is very uncenxm,"
according to Mrs. Don Craig of
the Auburn Arts Courcii, wmch
purchased. the §r.yoaral old_ house
and deaded it to the county for a
shon oot 0year lease T yeaTs

B overnment funding for the
renovation project is running out
and the wumy has requested that
the building "be given over to
commercial development, but the
Ares Council opposes that idea,
she said.

In very poor condition when it
was acquired by the counci, the
building since has been rejuvenat-
el 5o foat & wil not detbriorate
further, Mrs, Craig said. About
580000 has gone into’ the project

(Continued 00 G 3,)

Round  out  your

Wardrobe with an "E:
o kit garter Sich pol o
st Then it a matching belt o wear
BT Yo i the vessatie choren
of Golors. Maks 1 it 3 safd color o
combine it with a tweed as we did.
Heathertones also available.

Cranberry, Hunter Green, Stormy Blue,
mel, Cchre, Red, Dark Srown,
Beige, Natural, Oxford, Black, White,

Tweeds and heathers to biend or
toh,

Ask for House Pattern # M389.

Matchmaker (Wesher-Dryer 100% Wool). Normally 2.26 per
skein special thraugh October 4 at $1.90.

v
SEA TAC MALL BURIEN 619 SW 153RD
| 8391105
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SEATAC MALL FEDERAL WAY.

RUSSET

FALL COLOR COLLECTION

By Germaine Monteil®

Only a brisk walk in the eritp autumn air could bring such warm, glow-
ing color fo your face. Warm Berries, Russets and Reds 10 wear with
season's fashion dlassics.

Aciito Emolient Lipsck.. 8,50 Superglow Pawder Buh .
Nail Color 4.00  Rich Powder -
Lasting L.pg!m . 7.00 Color Accent Eye Pencils -

850

650
450

Yours for $10 With Any 6.50
Germaine Monteil® Purchase . . .

“BEAUTY. WITH EASE" Tortoise-Tone Hinged Plastic
Case

Corrl. Supsivger Famng Ao Hoidee Crsor

Corer Creme MokeUp . . . Luxing Creme dlah .

o Crglomn Ryt St Eow e Poron and Appicsno
© Commeties

Order by phane: 1-800-542-5227
SHOP: Mon.-Fri. 10 fo 9, Sef. 106, Sun. 12-5




