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Historic mansions
are endangered,
in need of saviors

by Herb Belanger
Times suburban reporter
Private Property. No Trespass-

along Minor Avenue in
Senrle and hbas are che sigas you

she ket
grounds of three da
Buildings sittng side b_y “Sae b
ween “Union”and Dniversity

Yy desplte roken vindores,

g’;m nd _cratered
R sy suu n.l.\n some of the
Tmcps that man; past made
Zthem fitting partiers of the ele-
gont Stimson Green Hovse only a
block a

The S“msu“GlLCﬂ House, Hol-
“ywood Farm in Woodinvile, the

T a qumber of other ad omes
‘mround King County have one
Zthing in common
fin th Natioral ‘Register of Histor-
e Pl
e T!\ey Siso are symbols of
Tious living in a more leisurely
“time than that in which we now
Clive. But times and tastes change
3and the high cost of maintenance,
Uinefficient use of space, dlfﬂcu!-
ities in heating them and o
Seomiderations have mads the e
uldings rariies.
viduais are wiling ot

Zable o retain them. Nany. ihat
“could have found 4 place on the
Chational register alreacy have

ne the way of the buldozer with

“high-rise, Hhigh- .
Sus or offich muidings replacing

= Some of them, such as the
wStimson-Green House, are well
talniained, in good or excellent
“conditian, and their future preser-
ayation seems assured.

L Others, such as the Neely
Mar n an advanced stage
Jof deterioration and urgently need
“attention. The eely Mansion, is
Lundergoing a taceli ting incended
Ito give it 2 “new” look circ

‘= Art Skolnik, a Seattle ettt
‘The Conservation Co. in
Seatile specializes In the preserva-
“tion of old_buildings, says each
“mansion has to stand on its own
“merits in order to be preserved.

5 it Is In private ownership
Zand the owner is sen re is
3 chance it will be main-
Uiained. I the owner s interested
sjos i speculation on theland, baa
o _interest In restoration, the
.\Jnld‘ng usually is left to deterio-

major concerns abaut old
Abm dmg< are the costs of restora-
Stion and the operating expenses,
“Skolnik  said,
ability now. They are 100 big and
“require too much care.
ne way in which a mansion
“can be considered an esset is
“hirough 2 donation, much like the
iax atvantage eajoyed by people

raws a fine line be-
Elveen e restoration and sebabil-
Siation of an historic _building,
mResmrauon retums it to what it
Zwas, he says, while Tenabiltation
Cannis I Rabitable, or uszble by
Teomplying with  Guildin
Sthat didn'f exist when 1 Vs ol

= ve complex

Joshua Green and ks wife, Missy,
Uved in the ‘house untll thett
deaths in

e Histori Seatle Preservac
tion and_ Development Authority
bought it fro estate
for $187,000 0 save i rmm demnh—
tion. The house now ca
enasts protecting it ‘trom dermoll
[

1677, the house was sold 1o |

ree parters, Bette Reilly,
Chames mchardsnn and Keith
Murphy, X @ condi-
ton e extenior af the Tudorsiyle
building and the main floor would

t be altered. The group began
some restoration work and ca-
tered weddings and receptions 1o
raise funds.

Cleveland & Associates, a
Sealtle advertising firm, acquired
the mansion last spring for
$740,000 ard is continuing catered
weddings and receptions with con-
ducted tours or groups during the

jeekend Tunctions af U

e Tooked through

mansion
March.

vertising firm has con
olidstos oo by movin,
from a downtown location to the
carriage house bekind the man-
sion.

According to Pam Jarvls, resi-
dent manager of the mansion, the
advertsing i is dedicated to
getting ing in better
Conditep. smmmauy it s sound,
ugh the vears

sagging, and rmuch refurbishing is

netded on the socond and tird

floors of the 35-room house. Prior-

iy will be given lo repairing the
sagging floo

safety e g commotits

Cleveland & Associates esti-
mefes it il take tour or Ive
years to bring the o the
Londiion desired. AC prescat, the

s floor is open for receptions
and other functions, and a second:

floor bedroom, now used by brides
and their attendants (o dress for
weddings, may be made into a
bridal sufte,

Other possibilities include usin
some of the rooms for sm:
business meetings and booking
confecerces.

role other notable homes
will have In he, Aiture 16 not »

al register, but wi
use proposed as yet is
Fa‘m rhe former Freﬂenlk Stim-
r home at the
lchelle Vintners in Wuodmwlle
‘The building is_ovmed by t
winery and occasionally is na
or tasings, meetings and
2 functions, according 10 Fay
icker, but basically 'I‘. thIdm
is Vi, some gradus] F remodsl:
and renovations are being
done, she .

5

Last May the home was made
available to the Woodinville His-
torical Society for a designer
and some work was

Gone on the iterior.
timson, a lumber magnate and
brother of C.D. Stims

‘model
mercial, feasiill

of the newest

Saspocialy whe e buding et
Sconform to a variety of codes,
27 As an example, he said, “the
Tlaws may say restore and pre-
rve, but when you overlay this
»xv.uh Codes, you are in confict.”
‘When imson-Green Mansion
needed a new roof, it
Swas aciea that the orna pia
Zwould be followed with wood
Sshingling replacing asphalt

& Butthe use of a waod roof was

Zpartment d
promise could be r

: recn Mancion has bad
Tonly five owners since it was

when Joshua Green, then in the
£ steamship business, bought

t was fashionable
o e iy o v o
home farms n Biose duys.
rymoor Farm in Redmond,
buile by James W. Clise, and also
on the mational register, was &
qm.lar farm esiate.
e Stimson farm became a
gh‘y successful project and in
1918 ‘the Stimsons moved there

cottage are little changed fro
when the Stimsons lived there.
ne fine estate not on the
national register whose fulure is
unclear is that of the late Louis
Marsh in Kirkland. Built in 1028
with handsome detalls, such as
rickson woodcarvings, the
7,000 square- be-
queathed to the Children's Home
Society of Washington by Marsh,
ane of the first engineers em.

Kirklandrs Marsh home is up for sa

ployed by The Bosig Co. Marsh
died last yea

Phil &vensnn a society spokes-

man, said a been made
I was detaiminad 0 o
could not be used for one of the
soc‘ely 'S prograi

must pmv\de SEI Vu,e for

ncody’ chideen of

le.

Arts Councll

was. acqulred by the
building si oo Fejovina
cd 50 fhat & il not deter fees,
further, Mrs,. Craig. said.
0000 has gone o (he-projeet

opposes that idea, primarlly involving state and
courity grants which were used to

e bt Tovel he bulding, mstall
a new foundation and sidewalls,
roof and chimney and architects

r condition, when it
‘counct

The- council's intent was_to
bring the building to its original

Poter Licdli / Saaila i

state, but with funds virtually
exiausted, the “building may. e-
maln as i, Mrs. Craig said. With
the county pressing for its -cofn-
mercial use, “If we are going to
finsh i, we will have fo.liave
some agreement with busin
(Continued on G 3.)

pwst maximize our remurces,
Swenson sai

roperty is up for Sale. A \al\k
ation of §2 million was set, “but
the in the present real-estate
makel It appeazs §2 millon s not
auite attain
ncy “may I

sights, We are quiety mar kelmg %
and are ready to listen to any
reasonable proposal”  Swenson
said.

But he sald the agency would

ncemned about what use a

new owner would make of the site

since there is community intorest
yihat happens t0 the property.

" Bt Swenbon e to main
“just to ™ dtoriorat.
ifg, malntaining he grounds, pay-

ingthe taxes and providing Some-
atie o stay there as caretaker,
costs nearly $20,000 & year.

"The future of the Neely Mansion
in Auburn “is very uncertain,”
according to Mrs, Don Craig_of

m Arts Council, which

shert-plat db-year lease two years

ago.
Government funding for the
renovation project is running out

Commercial development, bt the

~

Special Hour

Monday Thry s.wuy,o 30 am 10 5:30 pm

Sunday, Cctober 4, 12:00 to 5:00 pm

n JioveLnance

Sale Only At

10107 Main Street, Bothell 485-9777

Together! |
After October 10, 1981, We will be under

one roof at 185th and Aurora Ave. No.
Help us move NOW, and

$99 SAVE $$$

INTERIORS, INC, ————

Lynnwoods oldest

fireplace und woodstove store
has moved to a new location.
Come see one of the
Larges) Selections of

Woodstoves and Fireplace
Inserts!
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