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Ristoric Neely Metnsion in Auburr'>

The Gi-yearold landmark is
being wealtherized as part of a
thres phase restoration. The relcs
came
Femmoved a Totthich ey of g
under the building while preparing
to place me structure on a new
foundatio
Devin Sallee, who is in chasge
y the

tion Co. of Puyallup, said the finds
came mostly from the central
part of the house near the base of
the chimney.

At first, there was conjecture
that the material might in_some
way be related to the 1856 Indian
attacks against early settlers in
the Aubum area.

Histori

duublful that the
emfacts e anything 10 do with
lhE B lere was too much of
before the house was
Buli, and-ntil the Neelys setted
on the site, there is no record of
previous white inhabitants

“And by the time the Neelys

Relics uncovered.
= during restoration
of historic mansion

moved there,” said Morley, “the
Indizs

They used
people across the (Green) river
by canoe. Before the mansion was
built, there was a little house on
the Site with a cookhouse in the
back. The pottery couldn't predate
to the massacre.”

What has become known as the
White River Massacre occurred
October 28, 185, when Indians
attacked. and killed settlers in
‘what n

The l|kely pﬂsslhlhty Is that the
artifacts mark the period of the
Neely occupancy of the mansion
from the 18305 through World War
1i, after which the house was
occupied by renters and,
Jatter days of s dsterioration, by
transients.

The bulding, at the intersection

and woum-
Black Simond” Roud, now is

and is Jisted in the National
Register of Historic Places. It was
built by Aaron Neely, a son of
David A. Neely, a former planta-
tion overseer from
The Neelys st

wagon train in a five-month jour-
ney that look them over Naches
Pass in 1854. They settled in what
was calted , Washing:
ton Territory, in the vicinity of
Al

wbur,

The Neelys became well-todo
hop farmers. And after they built
ihe mansion, it becams the Site of
fashionable gatherings and
Parion ntenied by Sotables-from
a wide area aroun

,.r Skolnik, project €,

o forma \archeulugxcal (udy

% being mate of the areacts oAl
we are doing is proceeding with
the architectural work.~

The three-step project is fund-
& by King County block graits
totaling about $50,000. The first

St et by G Gibar

phase, Skolnik said, was ensuring
structural stability of the building,
Taking the new foundation, cleas:
ing and erecting a fence aroun
the site,

The second phase, now under
ey, provides for overall e
Yon: b1 the “exterior. “The thid
phase will be restoration of the
interior and rehabilitation of the
structure.

“This is the most significant
restoration in

the final phase is completed, “the
public should be prepared (o see
the buding painted inthe original
s, white with a dark-green
i
“The building is nearly
ears o we want 10 pu it
into fnndumn 1o last for another
100 yea
Mrs. Rom Craig, president of the
Arts Council, said original esti-
mates for completion of the pro-
ject were made before costs
Skyrocketed, but those figures
have been thrown out.
She estimated the interior work
will require at least an additional
but since there is no
money available from either the
county or the state, “we will have
to depend on donations and volun-
teer labor for the remainder of the
work.”
She said the second phase of tie
work should be completed by the
fall




