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Mansion restoration to start this month

by TERESA CHEBUHAR
south Times bureau
N~ Phase | of restoration work on the bistoric
Neely Mntion hore s expeated to begin nte his mont
e restoration is estimated to take three yems “and cost
about $300,000, accarding to Mary Mendenhall, project coordina-
tor for King County Historic
Preservation.
The home, on Black Dia-

feen valoy BUBUER

mond and
Rouds, was built in 1894 by
Aaron Neely, Sr., whose fa-

ther, David, came to the Green River Valley from Tennessee (o
Homiestead and raise Hops on 22 gcrer, The mansion was sukl (o
the Auburn Arts Councl Tur S

Longview couple, Thed 1. Hardin and i wite, Mary,
granddaughter of Aaron Neely, donated about an acre surround-
ing the liome to provide parkiag once the mansiorn s restored.

 THE STATE is being asked co fund hall of the restoration
it has awarded $35000 and is asking the community for
rm\c!\mg funds. An addummn $10,000 was nvarded 1o the Auburn
Arts Council by the county's Housing and Community Develop-
Thent biock grant program.
The aris councilaiso s about $2000 i s tressury for the
project, according to Eifie Weeks, finance chairman
The community, however, believe: v has matched
the state funding (hrough pledged donatioos of labor and materi

als, including glass, efecirical work and puini, according fo e LERL e
Alétta Thorn, an arts-council member = e
The initial task in the restoration, for which Art Skolnik of it

the Conservation Co. in Seattie 1§ pruject archirees, will be (0
secure the mansion's foundation. According to Ms. Mendenhall,
it's weak and sinkin

A fence will separate the house from the rest of the Hardins'

land. Security measures will be taken ance work gets undet way.

ALTHOUGH the home has 1ot been otcupied by any Neelys
since Mrs, Hardin's porens, the Aaron Neelv, Irs., lived there
durln&, World War 11, it was 2 rental property until several years
0. After that, i becarme & haven for tramsients for many years
rding to Ms. Mendenhall, urve

leam from he county to datermine s condim — Sull B Some
of its original wallpdper. And ullhuﬂg‘\ its once-while exterior is
severely weathered, she says, it ha: nged fittle since it wa
il A gazebn secms 1o be' the Gnly major excerior featur

U'\ uis. "1t lovked about the same in 1920 as it does
now," hc said,

The mansiun‘ which is on the National Register of Historic
s, Is “architecturally significant,” Ms. Mendenhall con
. because while it was a farmhouse it was extremely ormate
and extravagant for its location,

“ITS A crattsmanype house with & Vicinrian flavor.” she
aid as we keow, Aargir Neely. Sr. and friends bl it

thvmll)\L'hLlpolun chitec

e fouse in its heyday was a big social center for the
There were many dances neld in il and visiiors stop
there on the way to Auburn 10 shop

fie ars council hopes. it Wil once ngain be 4 gathering
place. For although the council bas taken it on as a praject, Mrs.
Wocks says. *ICs sumething for everybody Lo get involved
i's for ev

rea.
often

e coimon il hold a cocktail bufer and silent suction t
help pag off Lhe use, from 770 1030 prm. et
B lioly Farily Cathalic Church, Tic

The historic Neely Mansion is the target of a $300,000 restoration project.
available from the arts council or at the dooe. — Staff photo by Richard S. Heyza.

ehich are being sold




